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20th Horror and Fantasy Film Festival

Donostia-San Sebastián

31 October – 6 November

2009

OFFICIAL POSTER

The official poster for the Festival this year was inspired by Frankenstein (James Whale, 1933), one of the most famous movies in the history of the horror genre, specifically reproducing a scene from the film.

The poster was dreamed up by the Ytantos design studio (Mercedes García, Eli Ezcurdia, Garazi Kuesta, Izaro Mariezkurrena), which has been commissioned with the Festival’s image over the last few years.

The photography, taken in Cristina Enea, was, as on previous occasions, the work of José Luis López de Zubiria.

The photo stars the singer Loquillo, one of the most important Spanish rockers over the last three decades and Ane López de Zubiria.

Loquillo’s make-up for the poster was done by Gorka Aguirre.

FEATURE FILMS OFFICIAL SELECTION

A selection of the genre’s most significant feature lenght films will compete for the Audience Award, endowed with €6,000 in prize money. Voted on by the Festival audience, the award will be given to the Spanish distribution company. If the film has no distributor, the prize will go the producer or company responsible for entering the film for competition.

SHORT FILMS OFFICIAL SELECTION

Among the selected films, three prizes will be awarded:

- AUDIENCE AWARD

- INTERNATIONAL JURY AWARD

- YOUTH JURY AWARD

A nomination to the “Golden Méliès” award to the Best European Fantastic Short Film of the Year will be also given.

AWARD TO THE BEST SPANISH SHORT FILM

An award will be grant for Best Spanish Short Film from among those selected at the Festival.

“MÉTAL HURLANT AND FANTASY CINEMA” CYCLE
Metal Hurlant was much more than a “simple” comic, or bande dessiné as they say in French. It was a radical, weekly offering that from 1974 to approximately 1987 completely changed the way of looking at and producing fantasy and science fiction. One of the fields where this publication created by self-proclaimed ‘Humanoides Asociados’ commanded the greatest influence was in the cinema, where its legacy proved to be fundamental when shaping the most modern and important trends in the fantasy genre. Artists, writers and creators belonging to Metal Hurlant such as Jean Giraud “Moebius”, Enki Bilal, Alejandro Jodorowsky, Jean-Claude Forest, Philippe Caza, Schuiten, H. R. Giger, Richard Corben, Juan Giménez, Marc Caro and others also became set designers, production designers, scriptwriters, warm-up men and even producers whose visual, aesthetic and even “spiritual” conception of fantasy proved to be fundamental for significant films such as Alien, Tron, Blade Runner, Mad Max 2, Heavy Metal,  Dune…

FILMS

Nosferatu (2002). Philippe Druillet. France

Alien (1979). Ridley Scott. United Kingdom

Le dernier combat (1983). Luc Besson. France

Immortel (ad vitam) (2004). Enki Bilal. France-Italy-United Kingdom

Heavy Metal (1981). Gerald Potterton. Canada

Les maîtres du temps (1982). René Laloux. France-Switzerland-F.D.R.-United Kingdom-Hungary 

The Keep (1983). Michael Mann. United Kingdom

Taxandria (1994). Raoul Servais. Belgium-Netherlands-France-Germany

Barbarella (1968). Roger Vadim. France-Italy

El topo (1970). Alejandro Jodorowsky. Mexico

Le cinquième élément (1997). Luc Besson. France

CHILDREN’S FILMS

Sponsored by KUTXA, the Festival will show fantasy children's films in the Teatro Victoria Eugenia.

EXHIBITIONS

SAMUEL ORTÍ “SAM”

This is an exhibition of dolls and models used by Sam, from Valencia, in his work. Sam began his career as a professional in the field of plasticine animation alongside the maestro Pablo Llorens at the end of the 90s, working on a wide variety of projects, such as TV series (Doc Franky, Trikets, Capelito, etc.), short films (Minotauromaquia, El enigma del chico croqueta, etc.), adverts (“los García” campaign for the Euro), etc.

He was co-founder of Conflictivos Production along with Ati, a production company where he tackled projects such as Encarna, Hermético and Semántica.

After working for a time for the English production company Aardman, he directed El ataque de los Kriters asesinos and The Werepig for I. B. Cinema.

He is currently preparing Vicenta, winner of the Canal+ “Short Project” Prize in the last edition of the San Sebastian Fantasy and Horror Film Week, which will make its debut during the 2009 Festival inauguration (31st October).

FILMOGRAPHY

Love (1998)

Como borregos (1999)

Encarna (2003)

Hermético (2004)

Semántica (2005) (producer)

El ataque de los Kriters asesinos (2007)

The Werepig (2008)

Vicenta (2009)

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FESTIVAL

20 years of the Festival in photos. Peter Jackson, Robert Englund, Álex de la Iglesia, Brian Yuzna, Stuart Gordon, Bill Plympton, Lloyd Kaufman, Moebius, Jesús Franco… In the twenty years of the Festival’s history, San Sebastian has been visited by an infinite number of filmmakers, actors, comic-makers… This exhibition, organised by FNAC, will attempt use 34 photos to demonstrate just a small part of the history of the Festival.

EVA CONDE

Exhibition of drawings by San Sebastian’s own Eva Conde. Ink on paper work which speaks of love, death, mythology, women…..

6TH COMIC-BOOK ENCOUNTERS

JUAN GIMÉNEZ

Juan Antonio Giménez López was born in the province of Mendoza (Argentina) in 1943. Attracted to drawing from a very young age, he began aged ten by copying the covers of the paperbacks that reached Spain and American magazines, because of the fascination they aroused. At the time he only had basic school materials: pencils, eraser, fountain pen, a box of water colours…compensated by immense passion.

His first professional job as a cartoonist came aged 16. At the time he was used to going to the cinema and then drawing the most impressive sequences from the film and recreating mini-scenes by making the characters and monsters out of plasticine. Without realising it, he was developing skills that would help him greatly later on, namely, narrating, telling a story fluently and creating sequences. His drawing skills, his constancy and his later studies in Industrial Design all helped him immensely to get into the world of comics.


He later worked for advertising agencies creating storyboards for adverts. This taught him to tell a story in a short time and calculate the montage and planning for each scene to the nearest millimetre. 

At the end of the 70s he left Argentina and came to Europe, where he started to work for Italian, Spanish and French publishing houses. He also worked on a regular basis with the mythical Métal Hurlant. In 1979 he published Estrella negra, his first work in colour. This was closely followed by Basura, Cuestión de tiempo, El cuarto poder, Leo Roa, Juego eterno, La casta de los Metabarones… would which would show his clear inclination for fantasy and science fiction. 

Acceptance from the public and critics has made him the worthy winner of numerous international awards: Best Draughtsman chosen by the readers of the magazines 1984 and Comix Internacional in 1983, 84, 85 and 90; Prize for the Best Draughtsman in the Barcelona Comic and Illustration Fair in 1984; Yellow Kid awarded by the Lucca International Comic Fair in 1990; Bulle D'Or in France in 1994. His work has been exhibited in different cities throughout the world, notably his exhibition in the Georges Pompidou Centre in Paris in 1997.

EUSKADI FANTÁSTIKOA V

The economic downturn should be fought with an explosion of colour and optimism best found among the pages of two of our most luminous authors:

Álex Orbe

Born in Barakaldo in 1973, this draughtsman started his professional career in 1995 participating in developing several feature films and TV series. From 2002, already working freelance, he continued working on cartoons and above all on illustrations for children’s books, text books, storyboards and comics for different publications such as Xabiroi, El Balanzín, La Comictiva, El País de las Tentaciones, the Evasión supplement in El Correo, Allons-Y…

Manu Ortega

Born in Bilbao in 1971, he studied Fine Art at the university of Salamanca and Kassel (Germany). Professional freelance since 1997, he has illustrated several books and comics, with scripts written by him and by others, for clients such as Anaya, Erein, Elkar, Ikastolen Elkartea, SM, Edelvives, Santillana…
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